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NewRoutePhD in Information Systems and Computing

Information Systems and Computing at Brunel is one of the largest centres for research in this field in Europe and has strength both in depth and breadth with around 70 research-active members of staff including eight professors undertaking research in a wide range of areas. Staff members are very successful in obtaining financial support from British Research Councils, the European Union and other sources to fund their research, current grants are totalling around £7 million, and publish extensively their research findings in refereed journals, edited books and conference proceedings. As a result, Information Systems and Computing obtained a score of 5 in the last Research Assessment Exercise (RAE). The strong research culture is epitomised by its very successful PhD programme; there are currently over 150 research students registered for PhD degrees, both full-time and part-time.

Each year, Information Systems and Computing awards a significant number of PhD bursaries and invests heavily in its research infrastructure and equipment. It also offers specialist research training to all new Doctoral students in Research Methods, and organises a weekly Research Seminars Series and an annual residential course. The specialist research training is supplemented by generic research training offered by the Graduate School. Candidates are also expected to pursue several modules chosen from the portfolio of MSc courses offered by Information Systems and Computing. All doctoral candidates will be encouraged to present their research at national and international conferences and publish their findings in refereed journals. The NewRoutePhD Programme is led by the Doctoral Programme Director who is responsible, with individual supervisors, for supporting research students in the development, management and appraisal of their work. Information Systems and Computing has excellent links both with the private and public sector and much of the doctoral research is carried out in collaboration or at such organisations. Whilst all PhD students are allocated a permanent desk with computer equipment in St John's building, they also have access to a wide range of School and University research facilities located throughout the Uxbridge Campus.

Because the NewRoutePhD Programme extends the traditional PhD programme from three to four years, it aims to develop an additional range of knowledge and skills that both broaden and deepen a candidate’s subject expertise with generic personal, business and communication skills.
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