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NewRoutePhD in Human Sciences

Human Sciences, within the School of Social Sciences, are multidisciplinary, embracing psychology, social anthropology, sociology and communications. They stress the strength and integrity of each of the constituent disciplines but also the importance of collaborative research and teaching. This collaboration includes major links between the Human Sciences disciplines, and co-operation with other social and natural sciences as well as major external organisations.

All members of the teaching staff are actively engaged in academic research and most have international reputations. This is reflected in our high scores in the HEFCE Research Assessment Exercise for 2001. The atmosphere is both stimulating and friendly and regular personal tutorials are a key aspect of that teaching and care.

Human Sciences have a full range of laboratory and technical facilities which are used in the teaching of experimental psychology, computing and video production. There are also excellent radio production facilities in Media Services.

The Centre for Cognition and Neuroimaging (CCNI) is part of a major collaboration between four universities (Brunel, Royal Holloway, Reading and Surrey). The centrepiece is a £2 million, 3T fMRI facility dedicated to brain imaging research. The Centre incorporates the Vision Research Laboratory (Wellcome), and includes work in neuropsychology, dyslexia and developmental disorders.

The Centre for the Study of Health and Illness (CSHI) carries out research on the social, psychological and cultural aspects of medicine and health. In addition, academics in Human Sciences are involved in the Centre for Research into Innovation, Culture and Technology (CRICT) which carries out research into technological innovations and their social and economic context and implications.
The Centre for Child-Focused Anthropological Research (C-FAR) was established in 1999 with funding from the Princess Diana Memorial Fund and support from the Royal Anthropological Institute. Its main focus is to bring an anthropological approach to major issues affecting children and childhood.

The Centre for Media and Communications Research (CMCR) addresses such topics as media representation and regulation.

The Centre for Research in Infant Behaviour was established in 2003 to study vision and cognition from birth onwards in both typically developing children and children with developmental disorders.

Other major research emphases include: 

· the sociology of science, technology and the environment; 

· media and communications; 

· communication and information technology; 

· social anthropology; 

· cognitive psychology; 

· cognitive neuropsychology of language, memory and perception; 

· cross-cultural psychology; 

· psychoanalytic theory and culture; and 

· the social and psychological aspects of chronic mental and physical injury.
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